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Anabaptist movement changed Christianity
byMarlin Jeschke, Goshen, Ind.
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Anabaptist movement (cont. from front)
baptism in Europe was pretty well
universal. And none of the three major
reformers questioned it, even though the
church was characterized by a very
unchristian moral life.

Thanks to Gutenberg, inventor of the
printing press in 1439, by 1525 literate
Christians were reading their Bible and
becoming aware of what the church of
the New Testament looked like and of

~flat screen TV how far the church around them fell

Anabaptists were burned at the stake
(which the Holy Roman Empire had
sanctioned in 1238 as a method of
execution), though many more died of
diseases in prisons.

In the end, that first baptism of adult
believers in Zirich in 1525 turned out to
be a historic game changer. To use a
term familiar to us in our computer era,
the beginning of the practice of baptism
of adult believers changed the default.
Before 1525 the default was universal

with buin short of that model. And since just about infant baptism, through which everyone
DVD player  everyone agreed with Martin Luther that was automatically a Christian and a
the Scriptures were authoritative for member of the church. After 1525 being
faith and practice, some Christians in a Christian and a member of the church
Zirich decided to re -start a church on began to be seen as a choice. It took
that New Testament model. some time, but eventually the new
They initiated the practice of baptism understanding also influenced infant
of only adults who made a serious baptism churches. They introduced the
profession of faith in Christ and accepted rite of confirmation, at least in Western
accountable membership in a church. Christianity, in which those baptized in
Anabaptists, they were called (from the infancy later need to decide for
5There (Greek odana, 6 meani ng o dhpraselveswyhethet they wiligé
certain they discontinued the baptism of their Christians.
amount of own children and in that sense did not We_ still hqve some re -baptizers today,
mystery make rebaptism an established practice. C h.r istians v isiting I sra
and many It may be hard fqr usto uno_le_rstand getting rebaptized when they come to the
misconcep- today, but both political and religious Jordan. But for some rea
tions Ieaders of Europe felt so threatened by persecute them.
surrounding this voluntary church movement that
the Amish they sought to stamp it out. Historians Marlin and his wife, Betty, are Niofn@lunteers and
and tell us that over 2,000 of these so  -called attend College Mennonite Church, Goshen, Ind. Marlin is
. Anabaptists perished in the persecution professor emeritus of philosophy and religion at Goshen
Mennonite of the ensuing century. Some (Ind.) College.
people. If
you want
to gain a
little more A mi $yrthe numbers
fact -based source: Amish Studies by he Young Center for Anabaptist and |
knowledge
ji]eosuet 308,030 is the estimated population of Amish (adults and children) in the United States and Canada as of M:
people 31 states have Amish communities as well as
-thisis a 3 Canadian provinces. In 2016, the Amish established two new settlements in the province of
great place Prince Edward Island.
to get it. o

Largest Amish settl ements:

o recent online
review

Settlement State Districts Estimated population

Lancaster County Area Pennsylvania 210 35,070

Holmes County Area Ohio 263 34,190

Elkhart/LaGrange Area Indiana 172 23,565

iAmi sh Popul ation Profile 2016.0 Young Ce n tesiamishstudieshtatisticsappigiiatioptofile2dt6d Pi et i st



An invitation to giveeé

We are thankful that Methofas sought out by so many individuals (around 18,000 a year!) and that we have
the privilege of having their attention for over an hour as they listen and learn.
At least 40% of our budget needs to come from donations. The staff and board are diligent in being good stewards

with what God has giVéa.invite you to consider Mdohm your yeamd givingf you have already
gived thank you! Your gift makes a difference

Contributions are tadeductible and can be sent to: MeHof, PO Box 701, Shipshewana, Ind., 46565
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his year has certainly been a

period when many of us find
ourselves being encouraged to
choose sides and unfortunately,
those doing the encouragement
have not always done so with a
good spirit infused with love.

It would be easy to only refer to
Jerry Beasley the current political parties and
executive director their relentless ranting about the
other party but we may have also experienced
this type of poor spirited encouragement in our
church communities, neighborhoods, businesses
and sports team fan bases. Such experiences
really challenge us to consider what it means to

be o60in the world but
Anabaptists we need to commit ourselves to not
fall into the worldly trap of over
outcomes. It can be hard for me to remember
that if | truly trust Christ, no matter what the
outcome of political races, sports events,
community or even church arguments, we can
still call on Him to help us navigate our journey
through life here on earth.

Does it sound I|ike |
issue? Maybe, but | wanted to share some
feedback one of our volunteers received as a
gentleman completed his tour and contemplated
the Anabaptist story and values presented. He
said he was so impressed that he
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