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Our sabbatical at Menno -Hof: adream realized
byJerry Kaiser
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byHannah Bowen I am proud to say I am an Anabaptist. I grew up in a
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communi ty was. Th eat Bible sollege that d started to see and experience some of pastor of
attendi ng Hanover thdséMenhoniOybung gdilts’ faith lived out on a daily First Mennonite
where Ohi o River buagid. OthérlelRrhents of the Anabaptist faith began to Church,
replace horse hooVigsmea partof my faith experience. The Vietnam War was Aberdeen,
I am an anthro p 0 la0iBs¥heifift 1 Beveloped the conviction that I could not Idaho. He and
meaning | study IIlek §1§> %#hh ar?dskﬁleaﬁott}?er human being even though I  his wife, Allene,
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experience Then |degreemia Mastorak Ministry and Theology, Allene and I
Menrlof near my ho meted afCalvary Mennonite, Washington, Illinois. Twenty-
and | knew that’' s ecighteyeaes and svb ohutcHes later, Allene and I have been

go. _ serving at First Mennonite Church, Aberdeen, Idaho, for the
My col l ege frien gastfiveyears Walking With Christ and serving Him has
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Did you know®ennédHof will celebrate 25 years of operation in May 2013. More information coming soon.

by the numbers:

420

$1,200
Thank you!

$605 is approx. what it takes to operate -Mehfur one day.

0Our sabbaticaiHod téontVem from)
meet and what kinds of conversations you
might have with visitors. On one of the tours
I escorted a young couple into the
meetinghouse. The lady said “this looks just
like the inside our church!” “Where is that?” I
asked her. She replied, “in lower Manhattan
in New York City.” Before they left the

. meetinghouse we had prayer together for

o'ma their ministry in New York and my ministry

Seventitay in Idaho!

Ad_ven_tlst pastor  a highlight for me was taking visitors into

IVing In HouSIORy e tornado theater where they experience

My exposure 1o ¢ e sights, sounds and feelings of a tornado. I

the consistent would ask folks “can you put God and the

and gentle forces of nature in a box?” They would say,
witness of « » «

. well, no.” I would respond “Menno-Hof has
Anabaptist
brothers and

sisters in Christ Beginnings and endings
opened me up tt Me n AHoo f

a better .

understanding o Fred Tillery | Novd Jan.

thzseclalled Wayne & Leona Oesch

radica

Reformation. Nampa, Idaho | @dtlov.

Menno -Hof Larry & Maxine Miller

stands as a Macon, Mississippi | Bdan.

br|g.ht_l|ght Thankyou f or giving your ti
testifying to Menrmof. May you be

Jesus Christ. bl essed us

people attended the 4th annual Singspiration on Sept.
was given for Mertof during the Singspiration offering.
885,746

different religious affiliations have been
represented by our visitors so far in 2012

9 41

visitors tdate (since MenHof opened in 1988)

tried; Mennonites are very good with their
hands—come into our tornado theater.” Once
inside I would tell them to push the red
button “but not before I am out of here. I am
from Kansas and I'm afraid of these
tornadoes. Oh—and good luck!” I had lots of
fun with folks in there, especially when tour
bus groups came in and time was an issue. We
got a lot of people stuffed into that little room!

Another of my experiences was seeing
what would happen as I told folks about the
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) quilt
hanging on the wall. I had a little talk I had
worked up about MCC Relief Sales and MCC
quilts talking to me. Folks would look at me
a little strangely. Then I would tell them the
quilt says “buy me, buy me!” They got a
chuckle out of that.

Allene and I had a great experience in

i |
s e RN, S]%PI shewana! We want to thank the staff at

enno-Hof for helping us have such a
positive, enlightening time!

In closing, I have been preaching
messages for over 35 years on The Great
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) “Then
Jesus said unto them ‘All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all

menationsg baptazing them in the name of the

bl e s s e Batlees andofithehSon &nd of the Holy Spirit,
ahoft hesMeéeones!

and teaching them to obey everything I have

Thank yo. commanded you. And surely I will be with
; you always, to the very end of the age.”
Sigtﬁu;:;? 2 Why give Jesus clearly tells us to go out into all the
| s uppor-Ho fMebnencoz world. We are called to be fishers of men. So
shares—dedusoda therefore we must go to the “lake”—where
broken world ne e othe fish are. My experience at Menno-Hof
JesMenpoof shar g was truly enlightening! Here I experienced
stories of Anab | i the “fish” coming to us from all over the
Scri plthuorsee st or - a n world and paying $6.50 each for the
encouragement t t i aemperience! May the Lord continue to bless
visitors and a tGhsrtiisntoinayn this mihiktey. n o n
\s/ It 2 - fg :1)20 us ehea Vh e0 nW * 0ofvuI IScaattnGE I‘?J[},"\gﬁdnoAnreée K%is ' servedn?% r|]O|St ﬁnd ho_stess at
P y ehneHOf during Augus(te 2012. ey enJO)g biking,

0 Dorothy Hostetler, MeHpbboard member

Looking for a Christmas gift that inspires the soul?

hiking and cross country skiing. Do, .
6

hl’is ¢
Give your loved ones the joy of rignEs Imas

; S
In
traditional Mennonite a cappella male quartet music and 100% of your purchase wit ciippakirdge| Clude Sh

your Christmas gift a double gift! A complete list and sample songs are on our web site: mennol,

To order the CEontact Men#dof at 260684117 oinfo@mennohof.ofgle CD can also be purchase
visiting the MenrHof gift shop.



http://www.mennohof.org

Bring cookies to share ~ c of RSéPgequigdifofetentsheldatMgnnoo v i eHe (beating is limited)

Coffee, Cookies and Community: a MeiHmd Sunday evening se

@ Objectiveo reinforce the Anabaptist valeesafiunigndservicavhile stimulating thought and action related to how we do
— justice and witness in the world as we make lifestyle decisions that reflect our values and commitmenitytiféollow Christ in da

January 27, 2018 p.m. at Menhiof (RSVP required) February 24, 2018 p.m. at Siloam Fellowship, Goshen, Ind.
John D. Roth, professor of history at Goshen (Ind.) (corner of SR 4 & CR 35)

College Kevin King, executive director, Mennonite Disaster Service
March24, 201,36 p.m. at Merhiof (RSVP required) April 21, 2013 p.m. at Merhlof (RSVP required)

André Gingerich Stoner, director of holistic witness and Les Gustafson -Zook, constituent relations coordinator,
interchurch relations for Mennonite Church USA Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Great Lakes

~Titles and descriptions will be available soon!~ & Steve Nolt, professor of history at Goshen (Ind.) College

OHorse hooves and boat homamseié6the pleasant and friendly volunt
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Your gift makes a difference! : ™ 'stories of days goney,by, The
Koen, from the Netherlands, was with a Holland | .§ a deep well of knorg\llv?egege tha
. o . , Ssomeone as young a an us

group of tourists. He tis@slondlennonite in the and learn to appr ecdcatel. Wor

group. The rest of the group went to the flea mark: g with them was pr obeadbdyoy chaye
and Koen came to MeHobéHe told me (in broken : favorite part of ther reguammer .
English) that his ancestors were once Amish from .,nan Bowen It was a wonder fimlamexopoedigi e
Switzerland and had founded two churches in the low will not soon forget because
country. Koen and | became friends through his visite opl e |1 met and the stories that we
at Mennslof. We stilireail each other and when| woul d recommend Menno Hof to other c
travel to Europe, | will be visiting him. ltwasthe Students because even If you aren’t
beginning of a new relationship between Anabapti%fal or like me, it's important to und

brothers!s Larry Miller, Macon, Miss., Méahbost e g (r) f Ih € 2 o a \r,]vﬁ y h ﬁ ;Vt t 2 ﬁ g " Z © g u : h g u }N? L Ir g s
Some German visitors associated with the state Hannah is the daughté&rof.ynn Bowen and Trenia Bowen.
church were at Meittaf and | took them on the She enjoys spending time with friends and being on the lake.
tour. At the end of the tour one of the men shook maye volunteered two days a week atrthis past
hand and said Al have Bbum@en very i mpressed with the
facts that | 6ve absorbed here. |l 6m from the are@hat an
where all this happened and | never knew anything amazing
about it.o Having spen er maaRey|,
this felt Ilke a significant cc_)mpl_lment teHWeéNnno learned
0 Susan Miller, Mertof managing director

, alot and |
These are just some of the many stories we could will
share about interactions with our W¥ioase :
thankful that Merdof is sought out by so many ce.rtamly
individuals (over 20,000 a year) and that we have bring my
privilege of having their attention for over an hour family
they listen and learn. back here

At least 30% of our budget needs to come from
donations. The staff and board are diligent in being
good stewards of what God has given. If you have
already givérthank you! Your gift makes a difference

soon. O
0 Amelia Hooper,

The cast from the musitediStitchedabove) poses for a The Elkhart Truth
photo in the MeRHof gift shop just before beginning their

We invite you to use the enclosed envelopeto tour . The musical is Thased on Wand
forward your tageductible contribution. HalfStitched Amish Quilting &habis being performed at

the Blue Gate Theatre, Shipshewana, Ind., through Dec. 8.



H ere we are again at that time of year when we invite you
to support Menno-Hof with a financial gift. We are very
aware that some in our area continue to face difficult
economic pressures and we pray for relief to come for those

in need.

Each year we must raise just over 30% of our operating
expenses through donations from willing supporters. One
bit of good news is that overall operating expenses are

Al
Jerry Beasley

down this year compared to 2011 and we are incorporating

a reduction in budgeted expenses for 2013 compared to the 2012
budget. All of us here at Menno-Hof are committed to being good
stewards of the resources we are blessed with.

I ask for your support because I believe the ministry and outreach
here at Menno-Hof is very effective as well as efficient. Very few area
initiatives reach more than 21,000 annual visitors as we have averaged
over the past five years—or the 885,746 visitors we've had since opening
in 1988. We don'’t say this to boast but to assure you that your support
has made it possible to accomplish significant sharing along with
invitations to make Christ the center of one’s life.

Our visitors continue to provide positive feedback regarding their
experience at Menno-Hof. I do hope you’ll consider this and join me in
including Menno-Hof among the organizations you support so it can
continue it’s positive impact on visitors from around the world and from

all walks of life.

If you are in the area, please stop in for a visit. If your church or
group would like to have someone present information about Menno-Hof
or if you are interested in joining our group of volunteers, please contact

us: 260-768-4117.

Thank you for your continued support!

Menno -Hof wish list:

~sofas for volunteer apartments
~washing machine for apartments
~picnic table
~320 f

at SEC [ e enn

executive director

If you are interested in donating any of the

listed items, contact Jerry or Susan at

2607684117 Monetary contributions can

be sent tMenneHof, PO Box 701,
T \ Shipshewana, Ind. 46565 |

Thankso our loyal supporters we have received a shop vac!

MENNO-HOF

AMISH-MENNONITE VISITORS’ CENTER
P.O. Box 701
Shipshewana, Indiana 46565

See and Hear
the Amish-Mennonite Story

t

Menno -Hof staff:

Jerry Beaesxleecyuti ve direc
Susan Mimaeaging direct
Charl ottepbtoggam and
communi cation associ ate

Board of Directors:

Larry Qphruepspi,dent ,
Shi pshewana, I nd.
LovinavRpeesi dent ,
Goshen, I nd.
Andrew Ev@ashmdre, | nd.
Rachel Nafziger Hartzl el
Goshen, I nd.
Dorothy H8hBt pshewana,
Donna J®miepshewana, I n
Orie E. Skehmsalhmewana, |
Wayne ScMirbtkysburg, |
Don St aWnfifoenr,, Mi c h.
Al vin JShYpddérwana,
Fern YMidlelrer sburg, |
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Hours:
MondaSaturday+51P. m. m.

Summer hours (June, Jul
Mond-aFr i day:—7. Op .am.m.

Saturday+5108. m. m.
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