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MENNO-HOF

Vision:

Menno-Hof engages the church
and the world in meaningful
conversation, encouraging faith in
and faithfulness to Jesus Christ
from an Anabaptist perspective.

Mission:

Menno-Hof creatively interprets
and presents the history and
values of the Anabaptists,
building on the foundation of
Jesus Christ. Menno-Hof provides
a variety of opportunities to
experience:

¢ stories of God's work in the
Amish, Hutterite &
Mennonite communities

4 aninvitation to consider
becoming a follower of
Jesus, and encouragement
for Anabaptists and other
Christians in practicing faith
discipleship in our world
today.

Values:

- Christ centeredness
- creative innovation
- educate

- excellence

- integrity

- relationships

Adopted 2007

The Menno-Hof Newsletter
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2013: What a year! tp

It seems 2013 arrived and passed quickly here at

Menno-Hof! We were all busy with celebrating

Menno-Hof’s 25th anniversary and, as most of us

experience, “when you’re busy, time flies.” @73 ~A

We began the year by rushing to complete the
equipment upgrade during the winter and early spring. After
completion, the next step was helping the volunteers become
familiar with the new operations which they grasped quickly. We
are pleased to report that the new equipment has been incredibly
reliable and the improved images are appreciated by all.

To kick off the year-long anniversary celebration, a reunion
was planned for May 19 for all persons who had volunteered at
Menno-Hof any time from 1988 (when Menno-Hof first opened) to
the present. We could not operate Menno-Hof without such
wonderful, dedicated people. The event took place at Shore
Mennonite Church and then moved to Menno-Hof for homemade
pie, coffee and tours of the upgraded equipment and technology.
Those volunteers reaching various milestones of service were
recognized and all in attendance had opportunity to fellowship
and reminisce. The volunteers get to see firsthand just how many
of our visitors are positively impacted by hearing the Anabaptist
story and are encouraged to strengthen their faith in Christ.
When we consider that the story has been presented to over

900,000 individuals—and each of them spent at least an hour

listening—it makes us all thankful to be part of this ministry.
On July 13 the area Amish churches hosted a haystack
fundraiser dinner for Menno-Hof, serving over 600 dinners in the
Farmstead Inn pavilion. Many Amish youth assisted with set up,
serving and cleanup. The meal preparation started early that day
and work continued until late evening when cleanup was
completed. This group was a great witness of how a few
dedicated folks can work together for a credible cause.
That same evening we were blessed to have Gerald Brunk,
history professor at Eastern Mennonite University, present his cont. on page 2

IN EVERY SEASON YOU ARE STILL GOD

Great o youn (aithfulness!



by the numbers | 2013

Above (Itor):
Lawrence & Fran

Greaser, Miriam Yutzy, ;

John Nisley and Tim %
Lichti visit during the "
May 2013 Menno-Hof [

Volunteer Reunion.

Right: Participants at
the annual Sept. 2013

Singspiration.

Beginnings & endings | hosts & hostesses

Annie & Dick Boshart
Lebanon, Pa. | April 2014

Thank you! May
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18,420 Vvisitors from

all 50 United States

2013 (cont. from front)

impersonation of Menno Simons to a packed
house here at Menno-Hof. Brunk had the
audience captivated as he portrayed the Dutch
Anabaptist leader who left the priesthood of the
Roman Catholic Church, casting his lot with the
Anabaptists. The generosity of our supporters,
and Mr. Brunk, allowed us to provide the
experience at no charge.

Two months later in September we enjoyed a
record crowd at our annual Sunday evening
Singspiration with over 500 in attendance. This
experience is one that folks have expressed
much appreciation for and we look forward to
each year. The emphasis on our 25th
anniversary seemed to make this year’s event
even more special. Visitors to the area who
happen to be in town during that time have
expressed great appreciation for being able to
witness and participate in the event.

October 3 our board and staff hosted a 25t

Dave & Candace Stobbe
Winkler, Manitoba, Canada | May 2014

you be blessed for your willingness to serve in this way!

76 different countries

905,556 Visitors to-date (since Menno-Hof opened in 1988).

Anniversary Celebration Dinner at the
Shipshewana Town Center which included
dinner and guest speaker, Donald B. Kraybill,
Ph.D., Elizabethtown (Pa.) College. With over
325 in attendance, we enjoyed a great meal and
presentation by Dr. Kraybill who challenged
those present to repeat their faith stories and to
tell them with integrity because “telling our
stories with integrity points to Jesus.” It was
wonderful to witness such a high level of
diversity among the Anabaptist faith
communities represented at this event.
Numerous individuals have expressed
appreciation that the various Anabaptist groups
in our area can work together in witnessing to
the world through Menno-Hof.

As 2013 has come to an end, both staff and
board members look back over all the events
realizing more than ever the value of
community, the necessity of remembering and
celebrating, and the promise of God’s
faithfulness!

Left: Gerald R. Brunk
portrays Menno Simons
at Menno-Hof July 2013.

Below: Donald B. Kraypbill
speaks at the 25th
Anniversary Celebration
Dinner Oct. 3, 2013.
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New date!

Coffee, Cookies and Community: part Il

Bring cookies to share ~ coffee will be provided
RSVP requested 260.768.4117 or info @mennohof.org

February 16, 2014, 6 p.m. at Menno-Hof | RSVP requested
Reaching out to others: realizing and sharing gifts
Larry & Maxine Miller, Mashulaville Dormitory, Macon, Miss.

The Millers married in Middlebury, Ind., in 1969. They decided to return to Noxubee
County, Miss., where Larry had been in 1-W service (“1-W” was a Selective Service
classification given to conscientious objectors). They pursued education degrees and
received teaching licenses. But, they were “Yankees” and the schools would not hire them.
“We were poor and couldn’t leave,” says Larry, “and we were stubbornly involved in the
civil rights struggle in rural Miss. The Lord led us to stay in the South, reaching out to
others.” Now, 44 years later, the Millers share stories of God’s faithfulness.

March 16, 2014, 6 p.m. at Menno-Hof | RSVP requested
Creating a safe place: let the children come
Merlin Miller, The Haven, White Pigeon, Mich.

Prompted by God’s leading, The Haven was started in 2009 as an after school hangout for
children from Central Elementary School in White Pigeon, Mich. In just four years it has
become not only a safe place for the children but for their parents as well. Come hear how
God is using love in the form of positive interaction to change a community.

April 13,2014, 6 p.m. at Menno-Hof | RSVP requested
When the ordinary becomes the extraordinary: Jesus and coffee
Paul Kurtz, Hemisphere Coffee, Mechanicsburg, Ohio

Over ten years ago Paul and his wife, Grace, began a journey of discovering how to help
the poor as Jesus would. From their work with Rosedale Mennonite Missions they saw
firsthand extreme poverty. They saw how the poor viewed themselves - how so much in
their lives was broken: relationships with themselves, with others and with God. This
journey would lead them to begin a coffee roasting company that would export coffee in
such a way that would benefit the Christian church. Come and be challenged to allow
yourself to be a blessing to those around you while enjoying a coffee tasting experience!

Help keep the Anabaptist story alive: become a Menno-Hof member
Become a member and help us continue to tell the story of how God is working in people’s lives—past, present and future.

Membership benefits

2014 Menno -Hof membership

Yes, please enroll me as a member as indicated below:

o Individual
and/ or friends

the joy of supporting
an organization with
values similar to your
own

free admission for you 10 admissions for your family and/or friends

your family and friends

quarterly Re uni on i Enclosed is an additional gift of 3

newsletter Gifts in excess of membership fee are tax-deductible.

e-mails with promotions
and upcoming events

Address

“lt's a ride
through
history - a
story of our
country that
one seldom
sees full
view in a
history
book. | have
Quaker
ancestors
myself, so |
felt a
special
kinship. But
I almost
wanted to
join the
Amish
community
right then
and there.”

—recent online
review

i $35 includes free admission for you; 6 admissions for your family

o Family A $50 includes free admission for you, your spouse and children;

15% discount on gift
shop items and books.

of

City State ZIP Phone

E-mail

Make checks payable to Menno-Hof and mail to PO Box 701, Shipshewana, Ind., 46565
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Jerry Beasley
executive director

me, glasses fog and ice accumulated
on my beard begins to melt. This has
been an all too familiar experience
this winter. Chuck Dabbs and Fred
Tillery, Menno-Hof hosts, along with
Don Miller and I have all spent more
time than usual moving snow from
drives and walks. During the period of
our most intense cold and snow we
experienced several challenges with
the Menno-Hof facility. A pipe began to leak, the hot
water heater quit working, one furnace malfunctioned
and the smoke sensors began chirping for no
detectable reason. We are very thankful for people

ow! Stepping in from outside,
the warmth quickly surrounds

MENNO

-HOF

AMISH-MENNONITE VISITORS’ CENTER
P.O. Box 701
Shipshewana, Indiana 46565

See and Hear
the Amish-Mennonite Story

Hours:

Monday—Saturday: 10 a.m.—5 p.m.

Summer hours (
Monday—Friday: 10 a.m.—7 p
Saturday: 10 a.m.—5 p.m.

Menno-Hof staff:

Jerry B exaatlvedirector
Sus an Mniahagire director
Char |l ot tpeogranoamd
communication associate

Do n M,fdcilityeand grounds
associate

Rut h Mduéstservices associate

Board of Directors:

Larry @residenpShipshewana, Ind.
L o v i n avicB-présitdent, Goshen, Ind.
Andr ew E v@oshemlhde ,

Rachel Naf zi Geshen thd.r t z
Dor ot hy H 8hpshewahaelnd,
Donna J8hipshewana, Ind.

Or i e E. S8hipthewams,Ind.

Dani el BGoshier, Ind. e r

Way ne Sc Mileosbukg, Ind.

Don St aUnibrf Mich,

J .Shipghewaaa, Ind.
i ebtr§, fnd.

June,
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like Kevin Lambright and Brook Martin who cut
paths in the deep snow to allow the plumber and
furnace repair folks to get to the facility. The fire
protection folks worked with us over the phone and
eventually arrived to repair our detection system.

We were all disappointed but found it necessary to
cancel our first “Coffee, Cookies & Community” event
on January 19 with John D. Roth scheduled as the
presenter. Road conditions were deteriorating and
drives and walks were drifting and snow covered.

Daily visitor volumes have been low but we have all
been pleased that some continue to visit Menno-Hof in
spite of the challenging weather. This winter we have
had visitors from and around the local area but we also
had individuals visiting from Africa, Italy, Ukraine,
Canada, Brazil, New Zealand and Chile. (continued below)
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Director’s Desk (cont. from above)

It is true, this year the weather has been
particularly challenging. However, more
than once we have observed the beauty of
the sparkling snow when the sun is out, the
winds have subsided and the sky is blue.
What a magnificent world God has created
for us! All of us here at Menno-Hof are
grateful for the opportunity to share the
Anabaptist faith story with individuals from
around the world and we pray they will be
irfsbired to develop or strengthen their faith
in Jesus Christ.

Menno-Hof wish list:
~37" - 42" flat screen TV
~love seat for apartments
~8'X12’ garden shed

~ sweeper for apartments

If you are interested in
donating any of these
items, contact Jerry or
Susan (260.768.4117)



